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PRESS RELEASE

“CLOSE THE GLASS LooP” AND THE EUROPEAN WINE SECTOR
CHEER TO THEIR PARTNERSHIP

The Comité Européen des Entreprises Vins — CEEV — joins FERVER, EXPRA, UNESDA, MWE,
EUROCITIES, SPIRITSEUROPE and ACR+ as new founding partner of the Circular Economy
Platform for Glass Collection & Recycling initiated by FEVE — the European glass packaging
industry Federation.

Brussels, Monday 11 May

The wine sector will collaborate with the glass packaging value chain to achieve the ambitious
target of collecting 90% of all glass packaging placed on the EU market, for recycling in a
bottle-to-bottle closed loop, by 2030. The wine companies represented by CEEV through
their national associations (1) are already committed to improve the environmental and
sustainability performance of the wine sector while preserving its competitiveness.
Partnering with Close the Glass Loop (2) is a signal that despite these particularly challenging
times due to the COVID crisis, the Circular Economy remains a key priority for the wine sector.

“Wine is not an ordinary product and represents an enduring cultural symbol of fine life in
which packaging has a fundamental role. With more than 90% of European wines packed in
glass, it is clear this supplying industry is inherent part of our business model. By helping the
glass packaging chain to improve their sustainability score, we directly improve ours”, states
Ignacio Sanchez Recarte, CEEV Secretary General. “There are so many kinds of wines and our
sector is extremely atomised, but glass is one of the few common and universal values we can
use to transmit to consumers our sector’s engagement to preserve our planet.”

“The wine sector is one of our leading market segments with a constant growth recorded in
the last years. It is fundamental we can collaborate, and support each other in our
sustainability efforts”, stated Adeline Farrelly, FEVE Secretary General. “The Close the Glass
Loop platform is one way to do this together. The more recycled glass we can put back into
our production loop, the lower the environmental impact of our bottles”.

According to a recent consumer survey published by the consumer platform Friends of glass,
glass is the most preferred packaging material for most food & beverage products, with as
many as 8 out of 10 Europeans preferring to buy their wine and spirits in glass. People are
buying more glass than ever before, with 51% of consumers buying more products in glass
vs. 3 years ago. The endless recyclability is one of the key drivers for consumer choice
together with health safety, and product quality and taste preservation assets (3). By aiming
for higher and better recycling, Close the Glass Loop also answers to consumers demand for
an even more sustainable glass packaging solution.
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(1) https://www.ceev.eu/
(2) https://feve.org/about-glass/introducing-close-the-glass-loop/
(3) https://news.friendsofglass.com/glass-packaging-top-environmentally-conscious-
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About CEEV

Comité Européen des Entreprises Vins (CEEV — www.ceev.eu) represents the European
Union wine companies in the industry and trade (still wines, aromatised wines, sparkling
wines, liqueur wines and other vine products). It brings together 23 national organisations
from 12 EU Member States, plus Switzerland and Ukraine, as well as a consortium of 4 leading
European wine companies. The companies represented by CEEV, mainly SMEs, produce and
market most quality European wines, both with and without a geographical indication, and
account for over 90% of European wine exports.

About FEVE

FEVE is the Federation of European manufacturers of glass containers for food and beverage
and flacons for perfumery, cosmetics and pharmaceuticals. Its members produce over 80
billion glass containers per year. The association has some 60 corporate members belonging
to approximately 20 independent corporate groups. Their 150 manufacturing plants are
located across 23 European States and maintain 125.000 direct and indirect jobs along the
total supply chain. See more at www.feve.org.
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