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 PRESS RELEASE  
 

Circular but Safe 
 

Boosting Recycling Rates Yes – But Not at Expense of Consumer 
Safety, says European Parliament 

 
Brussels, 06 October 2016  

  
The European Container Glass Federation – FEVE – welcomes the European Parliament’s 
report on Food Contact Materials (FCM) (1) which calls for ‘better synergies between the 
Framework Regulation on FCMs and the Circular Economy’. The report points out the 
need to safeguard consumer safety by making sure that materials in contact with food 
such as packaging are safe for health, whether or not they are produced with recycled 
materials.  
 
The circular economy package, calling for higher recycling rates for all packaging 
materials, can pose a safety challenge for food contact materials. The future recycling 
targets for all materials under the Packaging & Packaging Waste Directive (94/62/EC) 
must be accompanied by adequate control measures to ensure this safety aspect, but 
also to avoid that the use or reuse of FCMs made from recycled products leads to a higher 
number of contaminants and/or residues in the final product. 
 
In order to guarantee safety while increasing recycling rates, a stronger traceability of 
chemicals intentionally used in the production of materials in contact with food is 
needed. A robust and harmonized assessment of the inherent migration properties of all 
recycled materials in contact with food is essential for consumers to fully back the 
principles of the circular economy. “We have no problem in recycling more and more glass 
because permanent and inert materials allow for this” – states Adeline Farrelly, FEVE 
Secretary General. “That is one of the reasons why the industry is investing in closed loop 
recycling”. 
 
Inert materials that can be endlessly recycled without any risk for food contact do present 
certain benefits for the end-consumer. “Permanent materials that can be endlessly 
recycled without losing any of their intrinsic properties of inertness and impermeability 
should be acknowledged by legislation and supported by policymakers”, continues Adeline 
Farrelly. The recommendations being made by the European Parliament’s Report are 
encouraging and we hope to see these principles endorsed in the waste legislation”. 
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The report on the implementation of the Food Contact Materials Regulation was drafted 
by Rapporteur MEP Schaldemose and approved by the European Parliament this week (2).  
 

ENDS  

 

(1) The final version of the initiative report 2015/2259(INI) on the implementation of the 

Food Contact Materials Regulation will be soon published on the EP website  

(2) See background material of the “Safe and Circular” EP debate  

 
About FEVE  

FEVE is the Federation of European manufacturers of glass containers and machine-made glass 

tableware. Its members produce over 20 million tons of glass per year.  The association has some 

60 corporate members belonging to approximately 20 independent corporate groups.  

Manufacturing plants are located across 23 European States and include global blue chip and 

major companies working for the world’s biggest consumer brands. See more on www.feve.org    

 

About the Container Glass Industry 

The European container glass industry provides a wide range of glass packaging products for food 

and beverages as well as flacons for perfumery, cosmetics and pharmacy to their European and 

world customers. With its 160 manufacturing plants distributed all over Europe, it is an important 

contributor to Europe’s real economy and provides employment to about 50,000 people, while 

creating a large number of job opportunities along the total supply chain. See more on 

www.feve.org   

 

For further information contact: 

 

Michael Delle Selve, Senior Communications Manager,  

E-mail: m.delleselve@feve.org, Tel: +32 (0)2 536 00 82 

 

Jean Paul Judson, Public Affairs Manager,  

E-mail: jp.judson@feve.org, Tel: +32 (0)2 536 00 85 

 

Follow FEVE now on Twitter! @FeveEU   
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