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PRESS RELEASE  

 
Safe & Circular: boosting recycling rates and ensuring food 

safety 
 
Brussels, 12 May 2016  

  
A tighter convergence of objectives and a stronger legal coherence between the safety of Food 
Contact Materials and the principles of the Circular Economy were debated at a lunch held last 
week in the European Parliament and co-hosted by MEPs Birgit Collin-Langen (EPP, DE) and 
Christel Schaldemose (S&D, DK). The increase of waste recycling in the future EU Circular 
Economy must also ensure increased safety of food contact materials.  
 
Food contact materials and articles are today covered by the EU Framework Regulation (EC) No 
1935/2004 which establishes general safety requirements and identifies 17 groups of materials and 
articles that may be subject to harmonised measures. In the absence of the specific rules for non-
harmonised groups of materials and articles the possibility remains for Member States to adopt 
national provisions. Thus, diverse national interpretation results in additional market obstacles, loss 
of competitiveness, and difficult access to the market for business operators. 
 
The draft report on the implementation of the Food Contact Materials Regulation (1) has been 
recently published by its Rapporteur MEP Schaldemose in the ENVI Committee. It calls for further 
harmonisation at EU level for non-harmonised materials through specific measures based on 
scientific evidence, better risk assessment, and traceability and monitoring of compliance with 
legislation.  
 
“The EU Framework Regulation constitutes a solid legal basis, and its objectives remain relevant, 
commented MEP Schaldemose, but this is no longer enough to guarantee the safety of recycled 
materials which can potentially contain substances dangerous for consumers’ health. It is really 
great we can work on this topic together”.    
 
A more harmonised Food Contact Material legislation which takes account of the Circular 
Economy challenges will also give better market access to those materials which do not contain 
chemicals, are safely recycled in clean and simple streams and can guarantee consumer safety 
because of their inherent properties. 
 
“We are now working at these challenges in the ENVI Committee. Safety and recyclability of food 
packaging needs to be addressed simultaneously and urgently”, warned MEP Collin-Langen, 
Shadow Rapporteur on the Report, “only then will we be able to guarantee a high level of health 
protection for EU citizens and minimize the impacts on the environment”.  
In his intervention to the debate, Michael Warhurst from CHEM Trust made the case for more 
harmonised regulation of chemicals in contact with food and called for a direct link between 
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REACH and food contact legislation (2). “We need a stronger connection between the promotion of 
recycling and ensuring the safety of recycled materials used in food contact applications. In 
addition, a true circular economy requires the removal of problem chemicals at the design stage, 
making non-toxic material cycles a reality”. 
 
The Secretary-General of the European Container Glass Federation (FEVE), which collaborated in 
the organisation of the MEP debate (3) remarked that “it is important we have harmonised EU 
legislation for all food packaging materials to get rid of any internal market barriers to the 
circulation of safe recycled packaging. The use of permanent materials like glass should be 
encouraged: they do not lose their safety properties no matter how many times they are recycled”. 
 
(1) Link to the  Draft initiative report 2015/2259(INI) on the implementation of the Food Contact 

Materials Regulation (1) 
(2) See http://www.chemtrust.org.uk/foodcontact   
(3) See pictures of the event on www.feve.org  

 
 
ENDS  
 
About FEVE  
FEVE is the Federation of European manufacturers of glass containers and machine-made glass 
tableware. Its members produce over 20 million tonnes of glass per year.  The association has some 
60 corporate members belonging to approximately 20 independent corporate groups.  
Manufacturing plants are located across 23 European States and include global blue chip and major 
companies working for the world’s biggest consumer brands. See more on www.feve.org   
 
About the Container Glass Industry 
The European container glass industry provides a wide range of glass packaging products for food 
and beverages as well flacons for perfumery, cosmetics and pharmacy to their European and world 
customers. With its 160 manufacturing plants distributed all over Europe, it is an important 
contributor to Europe’s real economy and provides employment to about 50,000 people, while 
creating a large number of job opportunities along the total supply chain. See more on 
www.feve.org  
 
About Glass 
As packaging, glass containers assure the preservation, safe delivery and attractive presentation of a 
vast array of consumer products, supplied to European and world markets. Whether used for drinks, 
food, cosmetics, perfumes or pharmaceuticals, glass plays a vital role in supporting European trade 
and commerce.  Glass is 100 percent recyclable, virtually inert and preserves the original taste of 
the products it contains. Food and drinks need the protection of its container to preserve purity, 
because health is not only in the ingredients but also in the packaging that preserves these 
ingredients. Consumers who believe glass is the best packaging option for their preferred food and 
drinks support glass by joining the Friends of Glass movement on www.friendsofglass.com  
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For further information contact: 
 
Michael Delle Selve, Senior Communications Manager,  
E-mail: m.delleselve@feve.org, Tel: +32 (0)2 536 00 82 
 
Jean Paul Judson, Public Affairs Manager,  
E-mail: jp.judson@feve.org, Tel: +32 (0)2 536 00 85 

  Follow FEVE now on Twitter! @FeveEU   


